ritory in the new vilayets to ensure that the Armenians 
were a minority in these artificial administrative units. 
The Armenians remained a majority in Hayastan. 

Yours sincerely, 

Edward Gulbekian 

Surrey, England 


**On Zwerin’s Film’’ 


Re: Florence Avakian’s review of Charlotte Zwerin’s 
Arshile Gorky film (Ararat, Summer 1983). Some com- 
ments on statements by Zwerin, according to Avakian. 

(1) That I was not in the film because I did not know 
Gorky personally. Wrong. Gorky died when I was age 
13. During that span, I lived with him two years, cor- 
responded and studied art with him eight years, was 
with him in his famous 36 Union Square studio in New 
York and in Chicago. He wrote me more than two 
dozen letters and drew four portraits of me, one depic- 
ting the two of us. There also exist numerous photos of 
us together, and four of me which are the only extant 
photos that Gorky himself took. Maybe that explains 
why even Gorky’s second wife, Agnes, said that I was 
Gorky’s ‘‘favorite.’’ In all modesty, that would indicate 
Gorky and I knew each other not only personally but 
quite well. My contact with him as a youth was nearly as 
impressionable for me as his childhood contact with his 
mother. Rather, my elimination from the Zwerin film— 
she filmed me for a quarter-of-an-hour—perhaps re- 
sulted from my anti-establishment views and writings. 
Criticized by non-Armenians and Armenians alike, her 
film evidently avoided upsetting the establishment. 

(2) That non-Armenians never knew Gorky was Ar- 
menian is unsupported by my 28 years of research. 
Those who knew, as indicated by my interviews in Ar- 
shile Gorky Adoian and The Many Worlds of Arshile 
Gorky, include Ilya Bolotowsky, Rosalind Browne, 
Roselle Davis, Willem deKooning, Edwin Denby, John 
Ferren, Robert Jonas, Aristodemos Kaldis, Lillian Olin- 
sky Kiesler, David Margolies, Warren McCulloch, Bar- 
nett Newman, Isamu Noguchi, Margaret LaFarge Os- 
born, Milton Resnick, Misha Reznikoff, Mark Rothko, 
Saul Schary, Max Schnitzler, Raphael Soyer. That list 
contains a ‘‘Who’s Who’”’ of U.S. art. 

(3) That Gorky’s letters to my mother (also to my 
father and myself) provided experiences not shared by 
others is obvious. That generates their special value: the 
innermost thoughts and hence most significant docu- 
mentary sources on the artist. Where would intellectual 
study of Da Vinci and Van Gogh be without their writ- 
ings? Ditto Gorky. 

To paraphrase my uncle, the time to worry is when 
the establishment starts to like you. 

Karlen Mooradian 
1059 W. Ardmore Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 
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